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Is George the oldest 
spastic in Britain? 


He’s hale 


at 82 


DOCTORS gave 

George Butchard 
only ten months to live 
after his birth in 1891. 
But he is still very much 
alive, a hale octogen- 
arian, residing in Black- 
heath, South London. 
We think he is probably 
Britain’s oldest spastic. 


In the Victorian era 
little was known about 
the condition of cerebral 
palsy, and even when it 

became clear that baby 
George would survive 
after all, the doctors per- 
sisted in the wrong diag- 
nosis. 

“He’s a half-wit,” 
they told his Aunt 
Maud, who had taken 
over his upbringing, 
“It’s no good trying to 
teach him anything be- 
cause he has no brain”. 


Fortunately she ignored 
the advice and continued 
to give her nephew lessons 
at home, although he never 
went to school. Once he 
could read books for him- 
self, of course, whole areas 
of knowledge were open to 
him, and a leading poineer 
in the field of education for 
spastics once called him the 
most’ remarkable home- 
taught spastic she had ever 
come across. 

Mr. Butchard still reads 
widely on many different 
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Mr. focore Butehard arene in we Snrine sunshine and 


looks much younger than his years. 


F.R.S. honour tor 


Professor Polani 


PROFESSOR Paul E. Polani has been elected a Fellow 

of the- Royal Society, which is considered the high- 
est honour for a British scientist after the Nobel Prize. 
He was elected for his contribution to the knowledge 
of chromosome abnormalities of man. 


Professor Polani is the first 
Prince Philip Professor of 
Paediatric Research, and res- 
ponsible for the research pro- 
gramme at The Spastics Soc- 
iety’s Paediatric Research 
Unit at Guy’s Hospital, Lon- 
don. The Society has been 
active in the field of medical 
research since its earliest days, 
in the hope that scientists will 
find the cause and, therefore, 
the cure of cerebral palsy. 


His election as a Fellow of 
the Royal Society, Professor 
Polani told Spastics News, was 
ae on personally gratifying, 


but also because he felt it was 
a compliment to the Society. 

The Society established the 
Paediatric Research Unit in 
1960 as an academic unit of 
the University of London in 
the Medical School of Guy’s 
Hospital, and has contributed 
substantial funds for develop- 
ing and maintaining it. The re- 
search is highly specialised, 
but in layman’s terms it aims 
at elucidating the causes of 
the chronic diseases that are 
peculiar to children, with the 
ultimate object of jeading to 
their Payer uce 


Professor Polani. 


SUCCESS 


GPASTICS Week be- 

gins on April 
29th, and for seven 
intensive days of 
fund-raising 
spreading the mes- 
sage of the needs of 
spastics, the nation 
will be asked to show 
that it cares for its 
tragically handi- 
capped fellow citizens. 


An all-out effort is 
being made both at 
The Spastics Society’s 
headquarters and by 
local groups of dedi- 
cated volunteers. in 
towns and _ villages 
throughout Britain to 
make this the biggest 
and best Spastics 
Week ever. 


Already most of the 
million yellow envel- 
opes carrying inform- 
ation about work for 
spastics and an appeal 
for funds have been sent 


to volunteers, who will 
deliver them to homes 
up and down the coun- 
try in ‘Operation Door 
Knock,” and every day 
requests pour in for 
more, 


Spastics Week in Lon- 
don will begin with a 
Service of Dedication at 
St. Martin-in-the-Fields 
on Sunday, April 29th, 
at which Sir Geoffrey 
Jackson, diplomat and 
brave captive of gueril- 
las, will give the address 
on “Suffering”. 


On May 4th a recep- 
tion will be held at the 
Grocers’ Hall in the 
City, as a thank you by 
the Society to people 
who have supported and 
helped the work in the 
past year, The hall and 
the refreshments have 
all been donated, 


Major events outside 
Spastics Week — but 
carrying on the theme 
—will be the presenta- 
tion by Mrs. Mary Wil- 
son, wife of the Leader 
of the Opposition, of 
prizes in the Lit- 
erary Contest for Spas- 
tics; the Wheelchair 
Dance Festival at Ham 
mersmith Palais on May 
10th; the City Flag Day 
on May 25th, and the 
Greater London Flag 
Day on May 26th, 


and . 


scsi ts : 

A little girl called Marta smiles with happy 
achievement after completing an intensive session of 
education and therapy at the Peto Institute of Con- 


ductive Education in Budapest, Hungary. The 
unique methods of treating spastic children at the 
Institute are being evaluated at two of The Spastics 
Society's schools,.so every parent will be interested 
in the picture feature about the children and their 
training progamme on pages 6 and 7 of Spastics 


News. 


‘Bleak’ 


reception 


at Airport for 
Swedish visitor 


N Internationally-known academic figure arriv- 


ing at Heathrow to give a talk for The Spastics 
Society, found himself sitting in a “bleak, aseptic 


side-ward” at the Airport’s Medical Centre. 


The 


reason? He uses a wheelchair — and that meant 
being taken off the plane. by ambulance and trans- 
ported to the Medical Centre to “await collection” 


by an able-bodied person. 


Dr. Sven-Olaf Brattgard, 
a polio paraplegic, is Profes- 
sor of the Chair of Design 
for the Disabled at Gothen- 
burg University, Sweden. 
At the beginning of March 
he flew to this country to 
address the Society, and 
attend a seminar organised 
by the Centre on Environ- 
ment for the Handicapped. 

There to meet him outside 
Customs was Mr. Derek Lan- 
caster-Gaye, Assistant Dir- 
ector, Services who told this 
story: 

“T waited and waited and 
an hour and a half later dis- 


covered Dr. Brattgard in the _ 


Medical Centre sitting on a 


‘chair in this bleak, aseptic 


side-ward. I’m — surprised 
they didn’t put him to bed 
since there was a bed there! 

“When I went in, a star- 
ched figure approached and 
had a long discussion with 
me — not Dr. Brattgard, as 
to whether he should go out 
into the cold air. When his 
wheelchair eventually arrived 
he flung himself into it and 
I was told ‘You can’t wheel 
him across the airport, it’s 
not allowed,’ so he wheeled 
himself away! 

“When we went back two 


days later he was again sep- 
arated from his wheelchair 
and taken away in an ambu- 
lance. The Medical Centre 
told me that in cases where 
passengers had to be carried 
up stairs it was better done 
by those who knew how to 
do it, like ambulance men. 
I was told ‘It’s in the “pati- 


ent’s” best interests!’. 


“Here was a highly intelli- 
gent man being subjected to 
needless indignities. They 
obviously hadn’t appreciated 
he was a highly respected 
medical professor”. 


London Airport says that 
as a general rule wheel-- 
chair cases who are able to 
propel themselves are just 
given help boarding and dis- 
embarking from planes, and 
ambulances and a stay in the 
Medical Centre is reserved 
for those passengers who are 
totally helpless. A spokes- 
man said: “It’s up to the in- 
dividual airlines how they 
treat passengers and_ this 
must have bten an unfortun- 
ate slip-up.”’ 


Dr. Brattgard established 
and developed the Fokus 
housing system for the sev- 
erly disabled. 


x 
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he ee ery 


oldest spastic ? 


George busy in_ his 
. garden. 
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subjects and possesses a gift 
for writing himself. Despite 
some difficulty in using his 
hands, he paints very pleas- 
ant water colour pictures. 
He is also a keen chess 
player and belongs to the 
local chess club. 

Although he has never 
been in open employment, he 
has always led a fairly active 
life. For many years he look- 
ed after the garden of the 
house in South East London 
where he lived with his aunt 
and became quite an expert 
horticulturalist, But, incred- 
ible as it may seem, he reach- 
ed the age of 60 before he 
ever went outside the gar- 
den gate on his own. 

This increased indepen- 
dence was partly due to his 
Aunt’s failing health. One 
day in the early 1950s, she 
was pushing his wheelchair 
across the park when she 
began to feel tired. Where- 
upon Mr. Butchard got out 
and pushed the chair him- 
self. According to him, this 
was the first time he had 
ever walked any distance un- 
aided. 


Exeursions 


After that he began mak- 
ing solo excursions all over 
London, covering long dis- 
tances on foot and by bus. 
His aunt’s health continued 
to deteriorate and he was 
beginning to feel the strain 
of caring for her when Ron 
Eager came into his life. 

Brought up in the days of 
staunch Victorian piety, Mr. 
Butchard had always had a 
firm religious faith. How- 
ever, he had never related 
this to his disability until 
a friend suggested that he 
saw a Spiritual Healer — in 
this case, Ron Eager. More 
to please the friend than 
from any strong conviction, 
Mr. Butchard agreed to see 
him and found almost im- 
mediately that he felt more 
relaxed. 


Subsequently, Mr. Eager 
came to live with Mr. But- 
chard and has looked after 
him ever since. When Mr. 
Butchard’s aunt died, they 
moved to a house in Black- 
heath, now known as the 
Centre of Spiritual Healing 
and Meditation, where large 
numbers of sick people have 
found help. 

Mr, Butchard says that for 
a time before this he belong- 
ed to the local spastic’s 
group, but found the nega- 
tive attitude of his fellow 
spastics very frustrating. 

It’s all right for you,” 
they would say when ex- 
horted to be more indepen- 
dent, “But I can’t do it.” 

Ron Eager has always en- 
couraged Mr. Butchard in a 
positive approach to life — 
to rejoice in what he can do, 


Convinced 


Mr. Butchard is firmly 
convinced that it is the 
power of Spiritual Healing 
which has kept him alive 
so long. He still has healing 
sessions twice weekly and 
says that his physical. condi- 
tion has improved greatly 
over the past 10 years. He 
can now walk up and down- 
stairs unaided, take a bath 
alone. and raise his arms 
above his head, none of 
which he could do before. 

His hand control has also 
improved and the only 
obvious evidence of spasti- 
city is his somewhat distort- 
ed speech. He is not deaf 
and looks much younger 
than his 82 years. He still 
goes out on long "bus rides 
by himself. In fact he seems 
in better physical shape than 
most men of his age who 
were not born with a handi- 
cap. 


Changes 


When asked what 
was the greatest change 
he had seen in his long 
lifetime, Mr. Butchard 
did not mention the fas- 
ionable issues, pollution 
and over-population — 
or even the marvels of 
modern technology. As 
one would expect from a 
man for who spiritual 
values are uppermost, 
he spoke of the decline 
of personal _ relation- 
ships in this materialis- 
tic age- People are less 
kind to one another than 
they used to be, he feels. 


AID FOR NEW 
HOSTEL SCHEME 


FETE organised by the 

Parent-Teachers’ Asso- 
ciation of Portchester School, 
Bournemouth, raised £150 for 
the Bournemouth, Poole and 
District Spastics Society. 

The money will go towards 
a new residential hostel for 
adult spastics now being built 
in Bournemouth. 

The building is scheduled 
for completion in October and 
the first residents are expected 
to take up their places in 
January 1974. 


Carluke and District Round 
Table in Scotland hag _pre- 
sented £410 to the Lanarkshire 
Spastics Association, 


LIFE can be grossly un- 

fair-at times and Ron 
and Mary Dodd of East 
Ham, London, seem to have 
come in for more than their 
share of bad luck. 

They married 17 years ago, 
and Mary, who had . been 
disabled from birth, relied 
on her husband for personal 
care. At that time Ron was 
working as a labourer for 
the Parks Department in 
Poplar, but slowly he be- 
came blind and had to give 
up his job, 

Seven years ago their son 
Colin was born. At first he 
seemed a normal healthy 
baby, but as time went on 
he did not seem so active 
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as other children and doc- 
tors finally broke the news 
that he was a spastic. 

In view of their own dis- 
abilities, his parents were 
offered the chance of having 
their son adopted or placed 
in a home, but they were 
determined to look after 
him themselves. 

Colin still cannot walk, 
but he does exercises each 
day and his parents hope he 
will eventually be able to 
get around on his own. He 
attends a special school in 
Plaistow. 

Picture shows Ron and 
Mary Dodd with Colin. 

Picture by courtesy of 
Stratford Express. 
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Helpful gift 
from hotel 


MECHANICAL hoist has 

been presented by the 
staff of the Wessex Hotel, 
Bournemouth, to  Langside 
School for spastics, Parkstone, 
Dorset, which is run by the 
Bournemouth, Poole and Dis- 
trict Spastics Society. 

This means that staff will 
no longer have to carry severely 
disabled children to and from 
their classrooms. The hoist 
will also be useful for lifting 
children into the swimming 
pool at Langside. 


‘High praise 


for kind 


youngsters 


With the youth of today 

always coming under 
attack from various sec- 
tions of the community, 
Press, T.V., etc., because 


of the bad behaviour of the 


few, I.thought you might 
be interested in the en- 
closed cuttings from our 
local paper. The efforts of 
the local youth clubs, and 
the Bletchley Youth Club 
in particular, plus the two 
groups who played in the 
concert, deserve the high- 
est praise from The Spas- 
tics Society. I think you 
will agree the efforts on 
Maria’s behalf are an ex- 
ample to all. 


Mrs. J.Hennessey, 
12 St. George’s Road, 
Bletchley, Milton Keynes, 


The newspaper stories re- 
ferred to in the letter con- 
cerns the all-out efforts by 
members of Bletchley Youth 
Centre and: other young 
people to raise the money to 
send a 16-year-old spastic girl 
on a Girl Guide holiday to 
Switzerland. Because Maria 
Brooks is in a wheelchair, a 
friend had to accompany her 


on the holiday, and this doub- 
led the cost to £95. It looked 
as if Maria would have to miss 
her holiday, but after a spon- 
sored foottall marathon, con- 


certs, and fund raising compe- 
titions, the money was raised 
by the .generous Bletchley 
youngsters. 

The Spastics Society is well 
aware of the good work by 
youngsters on behalf of the 
handicapped, and this news- 
paper contains many stories 
of their charitable efforts every 
month—The EDITOR. 


Christine an 
‘Inspiration 


FELT I had to write and 
say how much I en- 
joyed the article about 
Christine Scales in the 
March edition of Spastics 
News. To hear how this 


Christine Scales 


young girl who became a 
spastic as a result of a 
road accident, was living 
her independent life in 
her own flat, supporting 
herself with a job, and 


obviously a popular and 
useful member of the 


~ community, was truly in- 


spiring. 


I am not a spastic and I 
have no experience of dis- 
ablement in my own fam- 
ily, and it is only since I 
have become a collector 
for the Spastics Pool and 
have, therefore, started 
reading Spastics News, 
that I have realised the 
battles handicapped people 
face every day of their 
lives. Christine is a shin- 
ing example of courage— 
good luck to her! 


Mrs. L. M., 
Manchester. 


A change | 


from wine} 


& cheese 


OURMETS wishing to 
have their taste-buds 
titillated went hot-footing to 
the Park Hotel, Falkirk, on 
Thursday, March 22, when 
they had a choice of 16 dif- 
ferent patés—many of them 
from very distinguished 


kitchens indeed—to accom- 
pany their wine. 


The paté-and-wine party 
is the brainchild of the Fal- 
kirk Committee of the Scot- 
tish Spastics Appeal Fund 
who felt the more familiar 
cheese-and-wine recipe re- 
quired up-dating. An appeal 
to chefs in top Scottish 
hotels, to institutions and in- 
dividuals as far afield as 
Manchester and London 
brought “a really splendid 
response” according to Mr. 
Douglas Wright, Appeal 
Officer of the Scottish Coun- 
cil for the Care of Spasties. 

“Each paté was different 
and was made specially for 
the occasion. One from 
London was flown up the 
day before to ensure perfect 
condition at the party. We 
are more than grateful to 
the chefs, cooks and others 
whose efforts made the 
occasion out of the ordin- 
ary and a useful contribu- 
tion to our funds,” he said. 


HAIRDO HELP FOR 
HANDICAPPED 


WOMEN have long ap- | 


preciated the psycho- 
logical boost given by a 
good hair-do, but disabled 
ladies often find it difficult 
to get out to a hairdres- 
sing salon. 


Now the Lewisham 


- Association for the Han- 


dicapped has inaugurated a 
scheme for bringing this 
service to people in their 
own homes, : 

As the result of an ap- 
peal in the local Press, 11 
qualified hairdressers of- 
fered their services for 
this work, and another 
lady applied who was wil- 
jing to cut men’s hair. © 

our other offers of 
help came from the neigh- 
bouring boroughs of Lam- 
beth and Southwark, and it 
is hoped to set up a simi- 
lar scheme in these areas. 


Let's get worked up about 


things that really matter 


I AM completely amazed 

by the amount of 
newspaper column inches 
and broadcasting time de- 
voted by the media to the 
Andy Warhol film. The 
fuss seems completely out 
of proportion to the mer- 
its of the work involved 
—a relatively minor docu- 
mentary about a _  pop- 
artist temporarily in fav- 
our with the trendies. 

Whether this kind of 
art has any lasting value 
only time will tell. Mean- 
while, what a storm in a 
teacup! 


I wish all those people 
who have leapt so eagerly 
to the attack or defence 
of the Warhol film would 
direct their energies to 
things that really matter. 

They talk of obscenity, 
vice and moral degrada- 
tion, but do they care how 
degrading life is for many 


cause the State is too 


_afford proper 


‘people in positions of auth- 


handicapped people _be- 


mean to pay an adequate 
disability pension? Do 
they know of the revolting 
conditions in many of our 
subnormality hospitals, or 
how many old people die 
of hypothermia each win- 
ter because they cannot 
heating? 
And every day in Northern 
Ireland men are murder- 
ing each other in the name 
of religion. These are the 
real obscenities of life. 
If educated, responsible 


-ority can waste so much 
time chasing boring old 
porn instead of fighting 


life’s moral injustices, 
then I think we must have 
our values _ seriously 
wrong. . 

Anne Plummer (Miss). 
Amersham, aS 
Bucks, 
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Executive Seminar 


Society s 
_ future 


;XIFTY = men 
women from a 
over the country con- 
verged on The Spastics 
Society’s Castle Priory 
Training College, Wall- 
ingford, Berks., on Fri- 
day, March 16th, to take 
part in a_ week-end 
Executive Council Semi- 
nar devoted to the fut- 
ure role of the Society. 
As well as members 
of the Executive Coun- 
cil of The Spastics Soci- 
ety, those present in- 
cluded representatives 
from all the Society’s 
main central and reg- 
ional committees, the 
Director, and Assistant 
Directors, and guests. 


The main subjects under 
discussion were the financial 
position of the Society; pub- 
lic relations and fund-rais- 
ing; and the future re-align- 
ment of resources in the 
light of changing patterns of 
Government and _ Local 
Authority services, 

The free and wide-ranging 
discussions resulted in a 
number of proposals being 
put forward. Among these 
was the need for a really 
comprehensive scheme to 
cater for the assessment, 
treatment and _ pre-school 
needs of handicapped child- 
ren in the 0-5 grouping. Con- 
cern was expressed too, 
about the necessity to plan 
special services for a signifi- 
cant body of severely sub- 
normal children for whom at 
present there was little or 
no provision after the age of 
16. The suggestion was made 


‘that there should be more 


research into the education 
and training of the severely 
subnormal, as. this was still 
a comparatively unexplored 
field. 

It was felt that every oppor- 
tunity should be taken to in- 
tegrate the handicapped into 
the community—and here much 
more model’ accommodation 
was needed of the type pro- 
vided by Habinteg, the housing 


Mr. William Bure; Chsitaias of the Executive Counteil of The Spastics Society, with 


Mrs, Burn. 


association sponsored by the 
Society. Where, however, men 
and women were too severely 
handicapped to live independ- 
ently, then residential centres 
should be geared to cater for 
the privacy of the individual. 
As one of the three Seminar 
study groups phrased it: “Care 
should be of the developmen- 
tal kind allowing for independ- 
ence, individuality and _ self- 
determination, minus any cus- 
todial atmosphere.” 

Mobility and aids for the 
handicapped were debated at 
some length. It was suggested 
that “much more _ research” 
should be carried out here, and 
that the Society might set up 
a special research group with 
an expert engineer in charge. 
It was stressed that many 
handicapped people could not 
find employment because 
machinery is designed for the 
able-bodied. Yet it should be 
possible to adapt machinery 
for use by the disabled, and 
thus provide them with better 
work opportunities within the 
community. 

There was broad agreement 
that the Society’s pioneering 
role must continue, and that, 
in the future, it should con- 
centrate on “model” develop- 
ments which would act as a 
guideline -to Local Authorities, 
showing them not only what 
the needs were, but the best 
way in which they could be 
met. 

One aspect of the Society’s 
current policy, i.e. making capi- 
tal gifts to the community by 
building for Local Authorities 
or Regional Hospital Boards, 
who then accept responsibility 
for running costs, was heartily 
endorsed. It was felt that 
money should be spent on fur- 
ther projects for handing 
over in due course. 

On the financial side, the 
Society had to face the fact 
that income in real terms had 
declined since the peak year of 
1964. This decline was due to 
legislation which adversely 
affected the Spastics Pool. Yet 
costs of running. our services 
had increased year by year, 
due to spiralling inflation; and 
the recent imposition of Value 
Added Tax had made the posi- 
tion worse. 

The Society had for some 
time been pressing for’ far- 
reaching fiscal reform to aid 
charities. Although some tax 
concessions had been granted 
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Moira. 


Mrs. J. Knowles, ‘Principal of the Society’s Castle Priory 
Staff Training College, with the Director, Mr. James 
Loring, at the Seminar reception. 


Prokessor ‘Jack Tizard and Mr. Alex Moira, a Vice- 
Chairman of The Spastics Society. 


Mr. John Kellett, Assistant Director Appeal, with Mrs. 
C, E. Adey, member of the Executive Council, and Mrs. 


SPASTICS NEWS 


orobes the 


Mr. R. Parkin, representing the North West Region Co- 
ordinating Committee, and Dr. H. M, Cohen, Chairman 
of the Medical Advisory Committee. 


Mr. D. B, E. Belson, the Society’s Honorary Treasurer, 
with Mr. A. M. Frank, Assistant Director, Regions. 


= 


Professor Paul Polani, of the Paediatric Research Unit 
at Guy’s Hospital, and Mrs. Anita Loring. 


Executive Council members Dr, Millicent Regan and Mrs. Joyce Smith, with Mr. F. J.. 
Stephens of the Services Committee, and Mr, John Price, Assistant Director, Finance. 


Seminar 
Cont. from Page 3 


recently these were not en- 
ough. It was agreed therefore 
that the Society should con- 
tinue to press strongly for the 
_ kind of tax relief system which 
operates in the United States 
and many other countries. 
' People would be prepared to 
give more generously if they 
could secure more relief from 
_ tax, without fecessarily being 
_ tied down to 7-year covenants. 
Support was expressed for 
‘the Society’s plans for a 
steady increase in its shops, 
and the idea was mooted that 
other commercial avenues 
should be explored. 


Discussing publie relations, 
‘Seminar members endorsed 
the proposition that the 
Society should concentrate on 
running its affairs competently, 
on keeping adequately in- 
formed, giving straight answers 
to questions, providing’ the 
public with all the information 


it required, and demonstrating 
that it was an organisation 


with serious social commit- 
ments, not the least of which 
was the task of changing the 
attitude of the public towards 
all forms of handicap. 


Other matters that concerned 
the Seminar members were 
the need to attract more sup- 
port from youth, and _ the 

dangers of any “establish- 
7 ment” concept now that the 
Society had reached its 21st 


= year and become the leading 
a body in the world for the care, 
2 F treatment, training and educa- 
< tion of spastics. Such a con- 
cept, it was considered, could 
i be countered by _ involving 
many more young: people, es- 
pecially on committees, but it 
was stressed that it was essen- 
tial to define areas of interest 
and activity for them, other 
than fund-raising. 


2 ad 


However, one of the guests 
=—Mr. J. K. Owens, Director of 
the National Council of Social 
Service — felt that a charity 
which had both the courage 
and the expertise to evaluate 
itself internally, and to con- 
template restructuring with 
objectivity, had no need to 
worry about its image. Such 
self-critical attitudes were, he 
felt, unusual in voluntary asso- 
ciations, and augured well for 
the future. 


He had noted too that al- 
though discussions had natur- 
ally concentrated on_ the 
Society’s own affairs, through- 
out the Seminar various people 
had mentioned the need to 
“look outside” and the desira- 
bility of co-operation with 
other voluntary organisations. 

Summing up at the conclu- 
sion of the Seminar, Mr. Wil- 
liam <A. Burn, Chairman of 
the Executive Council of The 
Spastics Society, thanked his 
audience for giving so freely 
of their time, and for their 
intensive work, He promised 
that all the papers presented 
and the information and con- 
clusions generated by the free 
discussion groups would be 
studied carefully by the Execu- 
tive Council. 


“Indeed,” he said, “the work 
that you have done will be in- 
valuable to the Society in plan- 
ning for the years ahead, in 
sign-posting where we are go- 
ing, and in helping us to tackle 
all the problems involved in 
the realignment. of our 
resources.” 


The results of the Seminar 
must now be evaluated by the 
Executive Council, but it was 
generally agreed that it was 
an outstanding success in inter- 
nal communications, 
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High standard of entries 


poses hard task for 


Literary Contest judges 


‘HE very difficult task of judging hundreds of entries in the Literary Contest 

for Spastics is now under way: Reams of poetry and masses of stories 
and stacks of articles from all over England, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ire- 
land that covered a wide and varied range of subjects includng the Belfast 
troubles, My Journey Round the World, The Ostrich on the Run, Violence, 
On Being a European, Under-water Exploration, Safety on the Road, Bicycle 
Polo, Space Travel, India-bound in a Fire Engine, Television, Holidays in var- 
ious Countries, Pets, The Royal Scottish Museum, Children’s Stories, Love 
Stories, an Interview with a Wrestler, Dreams, Nightmares and Fortune Telling 


—you name it, we’ve got it! 
It has been encouraging to see the tremendous inter- 
est that has been shown by schools and centres for spas- 


tics, which resulted in lots of group entries. 


Once 


again full marks to the pupils of Carlson House School 
‘in Birmingham for the colourful and imaginative way 


in which they presented their entries. 


Each had its 


own attractive hand-made folder made from gay and 
colourful wallpaper samples, and in a number of cases 


individual articles were decorated with 


illustrations 


relating to the content. Top marks to all concerned. 


Every entry has been 
worth reading and we only 
wish we could give every- 
one a prize, 


Speaking of prizes, the 
difficult job of sorting out 
winners in each section 
has been keeping some 
well-known people very 
busy during the past few 


| Hospital 
patients 
start 


°62 Club 
ROCKHALL Hospital, 
Blackburn, is the birth- 
place of a new venture in in- 
dependence. The patients have 
started their own ’62 Club 
with a little help from their 
friends — in this instance, 
David Branch, Clubs’ Officer 


for Northern England, and the 
Preston ’62 Club. 


Among the Club’s 14 mem- 
bers is spastic author Bill 
Howe, whose autobiography 
“Crossed Wires” brought him 
public acclaim. There have 
been several meetings since 
the club’s inauguration in Feb- 
ruary and these have included 
a visit to the neighbouring Old- 
ham ’62 Club for a Folk Even- 
ing. 


The members of the Club 
are encouraged to be as inde- 
pendent as their severe handi- 
caps permit and are able to 
make cups of tea and carry out 
other activities unsupervised, 
although an able-bodied attend- 
ant is in-the background. 


It is hoped that the success 
of the Hospital ’62 Club will 
pave the way for more of these 
modified clubs throughout the 
country for the benefit of 
severely disabled spastics, and 
Bill Hargreaves, Senior Clubs 
and Holidays. Officer, has al- 
ready paid the Brockhall Club 
a visit. 

Bill Howe’s comment on the 
Club in a letter to David 
Branch was: “I think that this 
kind of the Club which you 
‘and The Spastics Society try 
to create in the Hospital will 
be jolly good because it will 
bring us out from ourselves a 
little. Because you must rea- 
lise this, that some of the spas- 
tic patients have been in Hos- 
pital for many years, as ;re- 
gards myself I have been’ in 
this hospital for 32 years, that 
is the reason we are a little 
bit shy of meeting people.” 


weeks. ‘These are the 
judges who have so gener- 
ously given up a lot of 
their very limited spare 
time to reading and mark- 
ing the entries, and we are 
most grateful to them for 
their help. Mrs. Harold 
Wilson, wife of the Leader 
of the Opposition and her- 
self a poetess, is once 
again judging the poetry 
section; Esther Rantzen, 
the popular personality on 
B.B.C. T.V. Nationwide 
programme, is awarding 
prizes in the children’s sec- 
tion, Anne Edwards of the 
Sunday Express, and Colin 
Reid, feature writer on the 
Daily Mail, will be sharing 
the task of sorting out the 
winners in the over-25 sec- 
tion, and Angela Ince of 
the Evening News is selec- 
ting the winners in the 
17/25 year-old category. 
All winners will be noti- 


first week in May, and a 
reception for the prize 
winners will be held at The 
Spastics Society’s head- 
quarters at Park Crescent 
in London on Wednesday, 
9th May, when Mrs, Harold 
Wilson will present the 
prizes. It is hoped that 
other judges will be pres- 
ent on this occasion. 


Age 78 — 


but still 


working for others 


Alt her life Mrs. Elsie Louise Turner has enjoyed 

tatting and crochet — then last year she read an 
article about The Spastics Society in a magazine she 
was given, and she decided to use her skill for the bene- 


fit of The Society. 

The result was a huge multi- 
coloured bedspread in exquis- 
ite crochet. A not-so-very un- 
usual gift, according to Peter 
Jordan, Head of Appeals Pro- 
jects, at first glance. 

“Lots of people have given 
us crochet work in the past— 
but we’ve never had anything 
from a dear old 78-years-old 
lady like this before.” 

Mrs. Turner has spent her 
days at the Sundridge Hospi- 
tal, Sundridge, Kent, carefully 
crocheting the bedspread from 
November to February. There 


are 378 traditionally patterned 
squares of every imaginable 
hue, with a brown surround 
to make up the brilliantly col- 
oured spread for -either a 


_ single or a double bed. 


Mrs. Turner bought all the 
wool for the work from the 
hospital trolley shop with her 
own pocket money, with the 
exception of a few ounces 
donated by nursing staff. 

The bedspread will be a 
prize in the Billiards raffle, 
and then grace some lucky 
winner’s bed. 


fied by post during the 


| 


OAST to future happiness for young 

people who have to face more 
problems than most engaged couples as 
they plan their future lives. All are 
spastics, all hope to marry, but they know 
there are difficulties ahead. 


They gathered at The Spastics Society’s 
Family Services and Assessment Centre 
in London in March for the seventh 
courses run there for engaged couples. 
Among the experts who led discussion and 
provided practical guidance were two 
married spastics who gave them the “facts 
of life’ on the possibilites of a home of 
their own, employment, and living on a 
restricted budget. They were also advised 


on aids to overcome handicap which can 
help make an independent life outside a 
residential centre possible for them. 

Raising their glasses to the future in 
the picture above are: Ian Bentley and 
Carol Harris from Drummonds Centre, 
Margaret Hudson from Coombe Farm, 
Diana Brown and Alan Kerwin from the 
Princess Marina Centre, Gillian Marks 
and Michael Solomons from Eldridge 
House, Hillingdon, Vincent Humphreys 
from Drummonds, senior social worker 
Mrs. Ursula Ullman, two police cadets 
volunteer helpers, plus Miss Margaret 
Morgan, head of Social Work and Employ- 
ment, and Mr. Bill Hargreaves, of the 
Centre. 
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Singing together at one 
of the Gateway Clubs, 
which cater for the leisure ~ 
needs of the mentally 
handicapped. 

There are 261 Clubs all 
over the country run by 
volunteers, with a mem- 
bership of 10,000, ‘They 
offer a wide variety of 
leisure time activities, 
which include dancing, 
table tennis, painting, act- 
ing, handicrafts and sport. 

The clubs have now in- 
augurated. a National 
Award Scheme for mem- 
bers, which aims_ to 
broaden the leisure inter- 
ests and widen the exper- 
ience of the retarded. 

The first stage of the 
Award Scheme has_ four 
sections — Personal Skills, 
Design for Living, Hob- 
bies, and Physical. Mem- 
bers successfully complet- 
ing this stage will be pre- 
sented with a certficate 
and badge. They can then 
go on to the second siage, 
which has the same four 
sections, setting a higher 
level of achievement, plus 
an additional section called 
Exploration. 

The scheme is not com- 
petitive, since each indi- 
vidual is assessed on his . 
or her progress, persever- 
ance and achievement. 
This will bring the Award 
within the reach of all 
members of Gateway. 

A 25-minute film show- 
ing the work of the Gate- 
way Clubs can be hired 
from Concord Films Ltd., 

Nacton, Ipswich, Suffolk, 
IP100JZ. 


i 


CARAVAN HOLIDAY 
FOR FAMILIES 


OURNEMOUTH, Poole and 
District Spastics Society 
still have, vacancies in their 
three holiday caravans 
for May 1973, part of June 
1973 all of September 1973. 
One caravan is in the Isle of 
Wight, another at Rockley 
Sands, Poole, and the third at 
Sandford Caravan Park, Hol- 
ton Heath, Poole. 

The charge is £10 per week 
for each family of four, one 
member of which must be a 
spastic. 

Please contact Group Secre- 
tary, Bournemouth, Poole and 
District Spastics Society, Lang- 
side School, Langside Avenue, 
Parkstone, Poole, Dorset BH12 
SBN. 
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Top Ten to 
promote the 
Spastics Pool 


JAROM 1957 to 1964 

the Spastics Pool 
was Organised and pro- 
moted by Regional Pool 
Promotions Limited. In 
1964 the Finance Act 
imposed an obligation 
for the payment of pool 
betting duty on both the 
pool betting aspects and 
also all club activities 
and benefits. 

In an effort to combat 
this additional burden 


ity. TY MOTORS trons 18 Picture bottom left: Ron ve 
However, following  *&* = sensi Headley (second __ eft) 
the decision by the : Worcestershire and West 
House of Lords addi- Indies cricketer presenting eg 
e i duty: had. fo b Mr. Jeremy Bates of Dudley, 
Lun ty ae Vas Worcs., with the keys of a 
paid on all aspects of the Vauxhall Viva car. Also 
company’s activities. featured, Mrs. C. Johnson 
As a result of the collecter ST.72/75 and Mr. 
granting of the licence _G. Barker one supervisor 
by the Gaming Board 72. 
for Great Britain there 
=o = has been a move toward ol 
Director Kenneth Long has = 
been appointed Managing the METECL of oe Se ° 
Director in succession to Pamies concerned, and In Director 
Douglas Arter who retains view of the fact that the A es 
the Chairmanship of Me licence was granted to 
company. Ken Long joine To Ten Promotions f 
Sie= companys im February Limited it has been de- or new 
1958 from the South West 4 Ss = 
Electricity Board. His first eae at this Sie eo t 
position was as manager of WI e responsible for V ] 
the Dividends Department, the promotion of the oiun eer 
2 aa er Sepeaala Caer the  Spastics Pool. The com- 
X % . 
administration and was Pay will eye ee far = Centr e 
appointed to the board in possible to the position (= F- ##- _;. = i 
1966. before August 1964. R. Michael Thomas is to 
become the first. Direc- 
tor of the Volunteer Centre. He 
is 28, has both been a volun- 
teer himself and studied the 
work of volunteers and the 
problems of those who try to ; 
organise voluntary service in 
leal authorities, hospitals and 
voluntary organisations. — 
A former Head of Research 
ne. for the Co-operative Party, Mr. 
Thomas is currently Senior a 
Research Officer at the inde- x 
pendent research institute Pol- ‘ 
oS = itical and Economic Planning 
saa on (P.E.P.). There he has: been 
& j é responsible for a variety of 
a ee s [FD 36 4 i se projects in the fields of volun- 
tary work and health and soc- 
ial services, including studies 
Thank Oo rt f r : a of community relations in Nor- ° ; 
y u pa y O Swimming for thern Ireland, international 
voluntary work camps, and 
Gl ll the problem of overseas nurses ~ 
. in Britain. He has maintained 
asgow collectOrs | White Lodge | ji.) inet “in "consume 
; affairs he gained while work- 
; . — GOME 300 collectors and friends who for years have SPONSORED swim orga- | ing in the co-operative move-. [= 
A smiling Mrs. J. Croasdale, right, of Ware, Herts, receiving devoted much of their spare time collecting for the nised by Chertsey and | ment, and is an experienced Fag 


the organisation was 
split into three separate 
companies. Top Ten 
Promotions was formed 
to promote the football 
pool. Regional Club 
Organisation was form- 
ed to manage the Spas- 
tics League Club which 
included benefits to 
members. Regional Pool 
Promotions assumed the 
role of main concession- 
aires providing the ser- 
vice which included col- 
lection of subscriptions 
and donations to char- 


a cheque for £605.28 from Mrs. E. Comley, Chairman of the 
: East Herts Spastics Society. 


Shropshire Group needs £10,000 


Spastics Pool in and around Glasgow, were given a 
big “thank you” by the promoters on Saturday even- 


ing, March 31. 


A reception, film show and 
buffet meal at the Royal Stuart 


lic acknowledgement of the 


Addlestone Round Table, Sur- 
rey, has raised about £1,000 
for the White Lodge Spastics 
Centre. 

Among the 300 swimmers 
taking part was a 26-year-old 


Cars galore continue to be 
won by members and pic- 
tures left show three recent 
presentations. Top left: Two 
lucky car winners in Shef- 
field — Mrs. E. Burke and 
Mr. N. Timson receiving 


the keys of their Vauxhall 


Viva’s from Doctor Peter 
Warr, Chairman of the 
Sheffield and District Spas- 
tics Society. Also featured, 
area supervisor Mr. New- 
bould, Mrs. North, collector 
and Mr. Bowmer supervisor. 
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Picture centre left: What a 
birthday present for Mrs. 
Nellie Colebrook of 
Grimsby, a Vauxhall Viva 
car which was her prize in 
a monthly competition for 
Spastics Pool members. Pic- 
ture shows Nellie and her 
husband Richard being pre- 
sented with the keys by 
Alderman Mrs. Lillian 
Trayer. James Davies, the 
area supervisor for the Spas- 
tics Pool is second left. 


ao * * 


writer and broadcaster. 


Mr. Thomas will take up his 
new appointment full-time on 
September 1, 1973. Until then 
he will be working with the 
board to establish the Centre 


: Hotel was followed by a __ Selfless effort they have E : a ; 
HREWSBURY Round Table the cost of the centre and | dance, and among the guests but into aiding  spastics spastic, Margaret Brown of | in London, which will bey, 
has presented a cheque many local organisations are | was Larry Marshal, T.V. per- for---86-Jong. A: Job's of {cet eee ore res Oe widths | operative on the same) date. 


for £200 to the Shropshire 
Spastics Society. 

The money, raised at a Fete 
and Flower Show, will go to- 
wards the Group’s new special 
care centre in Hearn Way, 
Shrewsbury, on which building 
work is shortly to begin. 

The Group is aiming to pro- 
vide at least £10,000 towards 


supporting -the appeal. 
Women’s Institute members all 
over Shropshire have contri- 
buted generously and senior 
pupils in nearly all of the 
county’s secondary schools are 
involved in the, fund-raising. 
Yundreds of them will be tak- 
ing part in a county-wide 
“door knock” in aid of spas- 
tics over Easter, 


sonality and chairman of the 
Stars Organisation for Spastics, 
which has also done an enor- 
mous amount of work for the 
cause, 

Mr. Norman Kirk, Scottish 
Area representative of the 
Club, said: “We thought it-was 
time that as many of our col- 
lectors as we could gather 
should be accorded some pub- 


them are quite elderly and 
it takes determination and a 
lot else to keep on trudging 
up and down stairs week after 
week.” 

Commander Archie Cam- 
eron, General Secretary of the 
Scottish Council for the Care 
of Spastics, was there to thank 
the collectors personally for 
their support. 


of the pool and earned £100 
from sponsors, This was £25 
more than she raised at a simi- 
lar event for White Lodge last 
year. 


A fashion show held ' at 
Exeter University recently 
raised £732 for Devon and 
Exeter Spastics Society. 


The Volunteer Centre is a 
new body with charitable status 
established to serve as a focal 
point for all that concerns vol- 
untary workers in the social 
and health services. It has a 
grant of £75,000 over five years 
from the Home Office, which is 
to be matched by a similar 
amount raised from private 
foundations. 
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Three pictures which 
characterise “the Peto 
method” of training a child 
to reach the essential goal 
of independence. 


Above: a little boy is try- 
ing to tie his own shoe 
laces with encouragement 
from the Conductor... 


... a little help and in- 
struction... 


... he completes the 
task on his own, and a 
valuable lesson has been 
learned. 


Above: Marta, the little 
girl from the front page 
of Spastics News, learns to 
walk between two. guide 
tapes, and it is hoped that 
she will progress to walk- 
ing without aids of any 
kind. The children at the 
Institute do not use wheel- 
chairs as the aim is to 
train them to take their 
place in normal society 
and a world which is not 
adapted to life in a wheel- 
chair. 


Right: “I raise my 
arms,” says the conductor, 
and the children repeat 
her actions and words. 
Exereises of this kind 
teach motor skills. The 
bags on the back of the 
children’s essential ladder 
back chair holds some of 
their toilet articles. 


Every day in every way. 
Peto children strive 
towards future | 

of independence 


FfROM the time they wake up to the time they sleep, the spas- 
tic children at the Peto institute of Conductive Education in 
Budapest, Hungary, are the central figures in a unified system 
of treatment and education. There are no isolated teaching, 
therapy or recreation sessions—even meal breaks—every activity 
of the day is used as part of the comprehensive programme 
aimed at developing the child to the stage where he can take 
his place in the independent world of the able-bodied. 


Spastics News has printed many reports of the 
work of the Institute in recent years because of the 
great interest in the concept of Conductive Educa- 
tion which has been aroused in schools for spastics 
throughout the world. In fact, The Spastics Society 
has Peto groups at its Ingfield Manor and Craig-y- 
Parc Schools. But this is the first time that we have 
been able to show so many photographs of the Buda- 


pest children at work. 
The pictures were taken 
for us by Dr. Simon Haskell, 
lecturer at the University of 
London Institute of Educa- 
tion in the Department of 
Child Development, who has 
just made a second visit to 
the Peto Institute with the 


Above: Encouragement from the conductor (you can see 
her hands helping the boy) and from a puppet toy as 
the boy supports himself on one of the chairs which are 


an important aid in the Institute’s programme. 


The 


children hold on to them as they learn to stand and walk. 


another cool, 


aid of a travel grant from the 
Society. 

“This was a_ follow-up 
visit to enable me to report 
back to the Society on any 
significant new work”, said 
Dr. Haskell. “I was taking 
hard look at 


- 


pis 


this approach for treating 
spastic children, and again, 
I saw a great deal of inter- 
esting work”, 


Daily living 


Dr. Haskell described the 
Institute where the children 
live, sleep, play, learn and 
eat in One room under the 
constant care of “Conduct- 
ors’, girls who have for 
four years received a deep 
and thorough training both 
as teachers and therapists. 
Once again, he said, he was 


Before a child goes to live and learn at the Institute, he and his mother come in for 


impressed with their devo- 
tion and concern for the 
children, and their lack of 
sentimentality. 


Integrated 


programme 


The Peto method, says Dr. 
Haskell, means that the 
training of the child is not 
fragmented — all aspects of 
his treatment come together 
in one integrated pro- 
gramme, It is a method that 
also calls for the active par- 
ticipation of the child. He 
is given a realistic task, and 


Dr. Simon Haskell, who 
took the pictures of the 
children, pictured at the 
Institute with the Direc- 
or, Dr, Maria Hari, during 
his visit to Budapest. 


is guided to take suitable 
actions to accomplish it. 

In this system of program- 
med learning, the child is 
not asked to do something 
which he has not approached 
in stages. Says Dr. Haskell: 
“Ifa task takes two hours 
the child. will complete it, 
proceeding — systematically 
and with encouragement 
from the Conductor, and 
with appropriate help when 
necessary. Children also re- 
joice in each other’s pro- 
gress, and if one is slower in 
a task, the others urge him 
on to success”. 

Dr. Haskell noticed that 
on his second visit, he had 
previously seen children who 


role of mother 


preliminary training, so that the work can begin at home. In the picture above, a 
mother works with her child under the guidance of a conductor, on the basic skills. 
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now substantially im- 
ed in their speech, walk- 
and social skills. “I can- 
say with certainty that 
was a direct result of 
particular programme, or 
ther such changes would 
> taken place with any 
r educational method”, 
aid. However, he had no 
bts about the value and 
ctiveness of motor edu- 
on for the children at 
Institute. This is de- 
ied to make up for the 
sre lack of motor experi- 
e (which many spastic 
dren suffer because of 
ir restricted _ physical 
ities), and is highly rele- 
t to the acquisition of in- 
ectual and _ scholastic 


Facing the 
world 


The children at the Insti- 
e, said Dr. Haskell, re- 
ve systematic and regular 
ining in motor skills, and 
encouraged to move 
ut and walk without 
eelchairs or any of the 
iventional aids to over- 
ne disability. 
He said: “After leaving, 
sy will live in a world 
lich is not adapted to han- 
‘ap, and it is felt that it 
more realistic for the 
ildren to learn to manage 
thout aids as far as pos- 
le. The purpose of these 
1ining exercises is to pre- 
re the child to cope ade- 
ately in a wide variety of 
‘uations”. 


Work at 


home 


Dr.. Haskell was. also im- 
essed with the way moth- 
S are involved in the treat- 
entrof their, children. Be- 
re the children go into 
sidential training at the 
stitute — and their stay 
ayi be anything from a few 
oriths to over two years — 
others come in to receive 
struction from the Con- 
uctdrs on how they can 
fectivéely work with their 
vildsen at home. 


ust look at the concentration on Stefan’s face and the way he is closely 
ollowing the conductor and repeating her actions and words in the “I 
aise my hands to my head” routine. He is training mind and body as he 
levelops control of speech and move ment. 


é 


URING the past year, from 

April 1st, 1972, to March 
31st, 1973, the Society has 
awarded the following Medi- 
cal Research grants, on the 
recommendation of the Medi- 
cal Advisory Committee:— 

MR. 4H. A. BEAGLEY, 
F.R.C.S., D.L.O. (The institute 
of Laryngology & Otology, 330, 
Gray’s Inn Road, London, 
W.C.1.). Research on: “Evoked 
Response Audiometry.” £1,500. 

DR. G. GOLDSPINK. Dept. 
of Zoology, The University, 
Hull. Research on: “Longitudi- 
nal growth of striated muscle 
with particular reference to 
the abnormal growth (retrac- 
tion) of limb muscles in child- 
ren with cerebral palsy.” Re- 
search supported for two years, 
first year: £1,355, second year: 
£1,411. 

DR. DAWES/PROF. J. P. M. 
TIZARD: The Nuffield Insti- 
tute for Medical Research, 
Osler Road, Headington, 
Oxford. Research on: ‘Neona- 
tal Apnoea.” Grant of £3,374. 


PROF. E. S. WATKINS: The - 


London Hospital, Whitechapel, 
E.1, Research on: “The Physio- 
logical Basis and_ theraputic 
efficiency of stereotaxic surgi- 
cal lesions in the cerebellum 
and subthalamus in spastic 
motor disorders.” The research 


A valuable teaching les- 
son is shown in the picture 
left. The child is learning 


‘to walk on her own, and 


while the conductor is 
there to give her a help- 
ing hand if necessary, you 
will notice that she is 
hardly touching the little 
girl’s hands, And while she 
has her individual session 
with the conductor, the 
other activities of the 
group go on. There are no 
separate times for “edu- 
cation,” “training,’ or 
“therapy”’—all. are welded 
into one integrated train- 
ing programme which 
starts when the child 
wakes in the morning. 
Picture below: A game of 
blind man’s buff in the 
room where the children 
sleep, eat, learn and play. 
The wooden plinths on 
which the children sleep 
bedclothes are added: at 
night!) and exercise, are 
stacked against the wall, 
and you will also see the 
ladder back chairs — easy 
for the children to grip 
when they walk — and the 
raised blocks to help pos- 
ture and ensure that the 
children position — their 
feet correctly when they 
are sitting down, The Insti- 
tute made a virture out of 
necessity in its early days, 
says Dr, Haskell, but 
many of the simple aids 
they improvised have 
proved to be very effec- 
tive. 


medical 


has been supported for two 
years, and a third year grant 
of £3,000 has now been agreed. 

DR. J. C. MOTT. Nuffield 
Institute for Medical Research, 
Osler Road, - Headington, 
Oxford. Research on: “The 
renin-angiotensin system in 
the perinatal period.” Work 
supported for two years, (total 
£4,428). Now in second year. 
Additional increment of £300 
agreed. £2,514. 

In addition to the above, the 
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Appeal to world 


for humanity and — 


equal 


“WE appeal to society to improve life for the physi- 


rights 


cally and mentally disabled, to consider the disabled 
as one of themselves, and to further their integration 
as people having equal rights.” 


That was the call that 
went out from the Swiss 
headquarters of the Inter- 
national Invalids’ Associa- 
tion on World Day for 
Invalids, which was held 
on March 18th. 


In view of the difficult 
conditions under’ which 
the disabled live, the 
Association set the theme 
for the World Day as 
“Humane environment — 
more humanity,’ and de- 
manded: 


@ A comprehensive social 
policy for the disabled in 
all countries, regardless 
of the cause of disable- 
ment. 


@ General compulsory regis- 
tration for the disabled. 


@ The abolition and avoid- 
ance of architectural and 
technical obstacles which 
restrict the disabled 


when taking part in pub- ~ 


lic life. 


@ The building and equip- 
ping of kindergartens, 
schools and _ protected 
workshops for the dis- 
abled, the setting up of 
homes and dwellings for 
the severely disabled. 


‘@ The right to an optimal 

- medical and vocational re- 
habilitation with an aim 
to the greatest possible 
independence. 


@ Tax benefits to offset the 
heavy financial burdens 
resulting from the dis- 
ablement. 


@ A guarantee that, when 
mastering traffic prob- 
lems in agglomeration 
centres, the severely dis- 
abled can choose their 
means of transport and 
will receive special privi- 
leges as to parking space. 


@ The commissioning of 
scientists to carry out re- 
search on. the prevention 
of disablement, its aliev- 
iation or remedy. 


Society continues aid to 


research 


Medical Advisory committee 
agreed to continue the honor- 
arium of £500 p.a. to Dr. D. F. 
Egan, M.R.C.S., LR.CP., 
D.P.H., The Newcomen Centre, 
Guy’s. Hospital, S.E.1 to con- 
tinue her teaching engage- 
ments to paediatricians, Local 
Authority medical officers and 
general practitioners: “The 
techniques of general paedia- 
tric developmental screening 
and the more detailed -screen- 
ing of vision and hearing. 


Brighton Group hopes to 
eatch 200,000 “tiddlers” 


ANKS, accountants and cemputers do not like halfpennies. 
but the Brighton, Hove and District Spastics Society does. 

The Group has launched a penny-a-mile sponsorship scheme 
to help keep its ambulance on the road, and is ready to accept 


200,000 “‘tiddlers” if necessary. 


The ambulance covers about 60 miles a day, transporting 
spastic children from their homes all over East Sussex to the 
Group’s day centre in Hove and back again. £1.50 a day is spent 


on petrol alone. 


The vehicle has already clocked up over 100,000 miles and 


may soon have to be replaced. 


DEATH OF 
MRS. CARLVIK 


le eats people 

throughout the world 
have lost a vigorous cam- 
paigner for their cause with 
the sudden death of Mrs, 
Barbro Carlvik, - president of 
the organisation for spastics in 
Sweden, 


Mrs. Carlvik was-to have 
spoken next week at The Spas- 
tics Society’s International 
Study Group at University Col- 
lege, Oxford. 


Said Mrs. Anita Loring, hon- 
orary secretary of the Inter- 
national Cerebral Palsy Soc- 
iety, which is sponsoring the 
seminar: 


“Mrs Carlvik passionately 
believed in the rights of the 
handicapped to a truly inte; 
grated role in society, and she 
was, in fact, going to speak on 
methods of integrating handi- 
capped children into normal 
schools. She was untiring in 


her efforts to help the less_ 


fortunate, and her death is a 
sad blow.” 


IT’S A SMOOTH 
EASY RIDE ON A 
GIMSON - 

STAIRIDER 


Whenagg, illness, incapacity 
make stair climbing difficult 
or unwise, Gimson Stair- 
rider is the answer. You 
just sit on it, press the 
control and it conveys you 
smoothly, quietly up or 
down. Costing less to 
install than building a 
downstairs bathroom and 
only a few pence a week to. 
run it can be installed with- 
out structural alteration. 
When not in use it 
folds neatly away. [Fes 
Write or tele- 
phone for details. 


Platform version 
(illus.) or wheel 
chair versions 

also available 


i ES ee BSS 
Please send me details of the Stairider” 


Name ; 


Address... 


ES... Road, Leicester LES 3EA 
ie or Telephone Leicester LD | 


: No: soll 


GIMSON & Co (Leics) Lea ff + 
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Bill retires after 


a job well done 


HE Swansea and Dis- 
trict Spastic Associa- 
tion, like the national Soc- 
iety, is 21 this yenr. One 
of the founder members 
was Bill Paton, Hon, Sec- 
retary ever since the form- 
ation of the Group. He was 
also a member of the nat- 
ional executive during its 
éarly days. 


_-Now Mr. Paton has re- 
tired from the secretary- 
ship, and fellow members 
of the Group recently pre- 
sented him with a decan- 
fer and glasses and a silver 
aper knife in recognition 
of his devoted service. 

The presentation was 
made by Mr. Owen J. 
Lewis (another founder- 
member), who referred to 
Mr. Paton as a “practical 
idealist” and a man of vis- 
ion and determination — 
vision to see the special 
needs of spastics, and de- 
termination to ensure that 
these needs were met...” 

In reply, Mr. Paton 
spoke of the “fantastic 
strides” which had been 
made in 21 years, and ex- 


—and 21 years of 


pressed a hope that the 
Group’s latest venture — a 
Family Help Unit — would 
meet with the same 
success as their other pro- 
jects. 


He also praised the 


teamwork, help and sacri- 


fice of members in the 
early days of the Associa- 
tion. He said that someone 
had to be in the driving 
seat and this responsibility 
had fallen on him, but 
without the help of other 
committee members, the 
achievements of the 
Association would not have 
been possible. 


Mr. Paton, who has also 
retired from his work as a 
journalist, hopes to write 
a book on the history of 
Swansea and District 
Spastic Association. 

In the picture, Mr. Owen 
Lewis (third from right) 
makes the presentation of 
glasses. and silverware to 
Mr. and Mrs. Paton. 

Looking on are Mr. T. 
Stafford (Group Chair- 
man), Messrs. T. Gwyn 
John, C. L, Davies, Emrys 


progress at 
Southampton 


NOTHER of the local 
Groups which share 
The Spastics Society’s 21st 

Birthday this year is 
Southampton and District 
Spastics Association, 
formed on 29th May, 1952. 

In the beginning, the 
Group’s aims were simple. It 
arranged social events, gave 
parties, and organised helpful 
meetings for the parents of 
spastics. Members soon real- 
sed that this was not enough 
and then began the long, ardu- 

us struggle to build up the 
ully comprehensive system of 
care for Spastics which exists 
in Southampton today. 

From a few hours of Play 
Therapy each week grew the 
first Day Centre, opened in 
1955. Four years later, this 
was almost destroyed by fire, 

ut the people of Southampton 
Tallied round and in 1960 a 
bigger and better centre was 
opened. Later, a Work Centre 
was added, which now employs 
56 spastics on a full-time basis. 


The Cluewin 
was formed to help spas- 
tics, and with this extra finan- 
cial aid the Group was able to 
provide a magnificent new Day 
Centre, which was opened by 
the late Princess Marina in 
1968. Two years later the 
Southampton Family Help Unit 
was started to provide short- 
term’ care for severely handi- 
capped spastics while parents 
have a break. 


When the Education (Handi- 
capped Children) Act came 
into force, the Group success- 
fully applied for registration 
of the Day Centre as a private 
school, employing qualified 
teachers. 

All these commitments cost 
Southampton and District Spas- 
tics Association over £45,000 
a year, but this go-ahead Group 
is determined not to rest on 
its laurels. In this 21st Anni- 
versary Year it now has plans 
to raise money for the build- 
ing of a residential hostel for 
older spastics. 


Cala b 


Williams, Elmur Thomas, 
H. - Mendus (Founder 
Members), and D. J. 
Miller, the new Group sec- 
retary. 


(Picture by courtesy of 
South Wales Evening Post) 


First hint of 
Christmas ! 


GPRING is well and truly 

sprung — but at 
Meadway Works, Birming- 
ham, the sheltered work- 
shop run by The Spastics 
Society, their minds are 
firmly on Christmas rob- 
ins, Santas, snow, and 
jingle bells. 


There the spastic work- 
ers are busily printing 
cards which will provide 
funds for the Society as. 
they carry seasonal wishes 
for Christmas 1973. 
Christmas cards are an all- 
the-year-round — business, 
so it wasn’t really surpris- 
ing to the Meadway staff 
when Dickie Henderson 
and Arthur _  Askey 
appeared to choose their 
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Midlands Conference 
has theme of 
education 


HE importance of pre-school facilities for handi- 
capped children — with opportunities to gain 
independence, socialisation and much needed experi- 
ences in activities with able-bodied children — will 
be one of the subjects covered during The Spastics 
Society’s Midlands Regional Conference to be held 
on Sunday, April 8th at the Students’ Union, Uni- 


versity of Leicester. 

The theme of the confer- 
ence. will be “Education for 
Spastics” and an audience 
of nearly 500 from all parts 
of the Midlands are expected 
to attend. These will include 
the parents of handicapped 
children, Directors of Edu- 
cation, Directors of Social 
Services, representatives of 
local play groups, and teach- 
ers from special schools. 

The conference will cover 
the education problems and 
possibilities for spastics and 
other children with related 
disabilities from pre-school 
age, primary school age and 
secondary school age up to 


further education for 
school-leavers, 
Mr. I. G. Mitchell, Head- 


master of Wilson Stuart Special 
Birmingham, will be 


School, 


cards for the next season 
of goodwill. And, as you 
can see from the pictures 
taken while the _ stars 
toured the works and met 
the employees and man- 
agement, a good time was 
had by all. 


Dickie and Arthur were 
full of praise for the 
attractive cards — so do 
make a note to order your 
cards early for December 
25th, won’t you? 


Picture above shows the 
stars studying the cards 
with the people who work 
on them. From left: Bar- 
bara Dawson, Dickie Hen- 
derson, Virginia Wilson, 
Arthur Askey, Graham 
Turner, Susan James. Pic- 
ture left: Arthur Askey, 
Lyn Challinor, Dickie 
Henderson; Mr. R. G. Mil- 
ler, General Manager; 
Mr. H. Cragg, Works 
Manager, 


——) 


talking about pre-schooling and 
its value to children, and Mr. 
D. G. Williams, Headmaster of 
St. Francis Special School, Lin- 
coln, will speak about primary 
school and the special tech- 
niques used for teaching handi- 
capped children. 

Mr. P. K. Mayhew, Head- 
master of The Spastics Soci- 
ety’s Thomas Delarue School, 
in Tonbridge, Kent, will speak 
about secondary school educa- 
tion, while Mr. Peter Lowe, 
Vice-Principal of the Hereward 
College of Further Education 
for the physically handicapped 
will explain the educational 
and training opportunities 
offered by his college to dis- 
abled students, Hereward Col- 
lege is run by the Coventry 
Education Department on be- 
half of the Department of Edu- 
cation and Science. 

For parents of the older 


handicapped child, who are 
often worried and uncertain of 
how to equip them to. earn 
their living, Mr. 
have some encouraging advice. 
He believes that the British 
tend to have a very elitist view 
of education. Consequently 
many young people, and par- 
ticularly handicapped young- 
sters, are still being allowed to 
write themselves off well below 
what is their true potential. 
Further Education Centres are 
trying to remedy this by offer- 
ing a wide variety of courses 
with a very flexible structure to 
meet different needs. In this 
way they hope to be able to 
increase the number of stu- 
dents who succeed in finding a 
career within their own level 
of abilities and. interests, 


Comments Mr. James Loring, 
Director of The Spastics Soci- 


ety: “This year is The Spastics - 


Society’s 21st Anniversary. 
This great voluntary organisa- 
tion came into being because 
a small group of parents were 
desperately anxious and deter- 
mined to get an education for 
their spastic children. They 
saw education as the only pass- 
port to a reasonable future for 
them. It is particularly appro- 
priate therefore that education 
should be the subject of this 
anniversary year conference”. 


Further Regional Confer- 
ences will be held later in the 
year: West — May 12th, at 
Exeter University; East — 
September 8th and 9th, at 
Bedford College of Education; 
North West — September 22nd, 
at the Guildhall, Preston. 


Lowe will - 
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The excitement of talking on the ’phone helps train this 


little girl to speak clearly. 


working with a pupil at Corseford Residential School for 


The speech therapist- is 


spastic children, near Johnstone, Renfrewshire. 


It looks like a goal! 


session. 


NE 


ee de © fi ler 
A change in routine for - 
the children of Corseford 
School, Johnstone, when 
Mr. Simon Gilchrist, Parks 
Superintendent of — the 


Z 


arrived with 12 


town, 
trees, donated  anony- 
mously, to mark Tree 
Planting Year, Picture 
shows some of the child- 


How they 
help 
Scottish 
spastics 


MHESE pictures 

illustrate some of 
the vital work done by 
the Scottish Council 
for the Care of Spas- 
tics, our sister organi- 
sation north of the 
border. 

The Scottish Coun- 
cil has been helping : 
spastics of all ages and 
degrees of handicap 
since 1946. It has now 
built up a wide range 
of educational, em- 
ployment and residen- 
tial facilities parallel 
to those provided by 
The Spastics Society 
in England and Wales. 

The Council has to 
raise at least £150,000 
from the public each 
year in order to main- 
tain its existing ser- 
vices. 


Children at Westerlea School, Edinburgh, enjoying a sports 


ren watching the planting 
of the first, with Mr. Gil- 
christ and Miss D..- D. 
Smith, headmistress of the 


school, on the right. 


Another happy pupil at Co 
touch to life at the school. 


First stage in the manufacture 


rseford enjoys looking after the pets which add a homely 


| of industrial paper bags at the Rehabilitation Unit 
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and Work Training Centre, Hillington Industrial Estate, Glasgow. 


Thief with a conscience 
returns his loot — with 


Princess 
meets 


disabled 


riders 


RINCESS ANNE spent the 
morning on Monday, 
March 12th, with the Pony Rid- 
ing for the Disabled Trust at 
Grange Farm, Chigwell. This 
is the only purpose-built 
establishment in the country 
providing riding for the dis- 
abled—a wonderful therapy. 
H.R.H., who is Patron of.the 
Riding for the Disabled Asso- 
ciation, arrived by helicopter 
in an adjacent field. She toured 
the loose-boxes where a 
dozen ponies, used six days a 
week, are stabled, with many 
handicapped riders and their 
families looking on. 

Demonstrations in the cov- 
vered school followed, includ- 
ing a work-out of a class of 
children and training of pon- 
ies to the high standard of 
reliability required. Each 
child rider was presented with 
a rosette by Princess Anne, 
who left by helicopter after 
lunch, 

Among those presented to 
the Princess. were Mrs. N. 
Jacques, Founder of. the Pony 
Riding for the Disabled Trust, 
and David Ryder, a handicapped 
pupil who has raised large 
sums for the Trust by walking 
from John O’Groats to Land’s 
End, and over 3,000 miles in 
the U.S.A. 


([\HE spastics shop at 
Southend - on - Sea, 
Essex, has encountered a 
thief with a conscience. 
In the first theft at the 
shop since it was opened 
four months ago, a valu- 
able 78 record was stolen. 
This was the rare “Voice 
of the Stars” disc, featur- 
ing Gary Cooper, Shirley 
Temple and Merle Oberon. 
About a week after the 
loss of the record, staff at 
the shop were surprised to 
receive a letter enclosing 
the key to a locker at the 
bus station opposite. 


The letter. said:— 


“This is to let you know 
the film star record is safe 
and ready for collection. 
I am _ very sorry for my 
stupid action, which I 
don’t remember’ very 
much as I had been cele- 
brating my birthday, and 
can only remember faintly 
coming to your shop. 


“I didn’t know it was 
for spastics. I ask you to 
forgive me, It was a nasty 
thing to do, 


“I am_ returning to 
London today, so I brought 
the record along to the 
shop, but I ecouldn’t see 
where I could leave it 
safely as you are shut. I 
have left it in a locker at 
the bus depot ... also a 


interest 


little bit of good clothing 
which may come in handy 
for you to sell. It is the 
only way I know of mak- 
ing up for my _ action, 
which I regret very much 

In the locker were two. 
jackets and two shirts, in 
good enough condition to 
be sold. 


Requests for 


pen friends 


AVID Maddy, a resident of 
the Society’s Jacques Hall 
Centre, would like a pen 
friend, preferably female. 
« Mr.. Maddy, who is in his 
early twenties, is able to get 
around in a wheel chair. 

Please write to him direct at: 
Jacques Hall, Bradfield, Man- 
ningtree, Essex. 

Pen friends are also re- 
quired for Simona Bernstein, 
a 17-year-old spastic living in 
Israel. 

She is learning English and 
would like to correspond with — 
spastic girls and boys of her . 
own age in Britain. 

Simona, who attends a spec- 
ial C.P. school in Tel Aviv, is 
able to walk, and writes with 
her foot. She is interested in ~ 


reading and the cinema. : 

Her address is: Miss Simona | 
Bernstein, 8, Bialik Street, — 
Natania, Israel. ‘ 
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@ Sharon Bright spends some of her day at the Centre mak- 
ing fuse envelopes. She is pictured here with one of the 


Centre’s eight-member staff. 


APRIL 1973 


They are proud of their 
right to useful work 


ORKING every day 

may not mean a 
great deal to you. Per- 
haps you find it tedious 
or tiring, but to some it 
can be a saving grace — 
‘a way of living which 
is both real and reward- 
ing. 

This is certainly the 
case for the 45 handi- 
capped people who arrive 
every weekday at The 
Spastics Society’s Miriam 
Harris Work Centre in 
Weale Road, Chingford, 
to do what by any stand- 
ards is a good day’s work. 


Highly productive 


And not just the sort of 
work designed as a ther- 
apy or a device for occu- 
pying vacant time, but 
work which is both worth- 
while in itself and also 
productive. This, at least, 


Work goes on “as normal” for the handicapped in the light and airy Centre. 


Rolling out the fund 


raising barrel 


OUR students from St. Andrew’s University, 
Scotland, were rolling out a barrel to help spas- 
tics on Saturday, March 31st — but a barrel with a 
difference. Their empty 50-lb. beer cask, disguised 
as a lunar module, was mounted on a gaily decorated 
car to serve as a focal collecting point during a 400 
mile journey from Edinburgh to London, which is 
taking place as Spastics News goes to Press. 


The students are taking 
part in the Great Tartan 
Race ’73, organised by Wil- 
liam Younger and Company 
of Edinburgh, And they will 
be drumming up pennies and 
pounds for spastics under 


category B of the competi- 
tion which provides a £250 
prize for the team collecting 
most cash for the charity of 
their choice between Edin- 
burgh and London. Their 


——$——_————— 


| charitable slogan is: “We’re 


skating for those who can’t”. 

Says 20-year-old team 
leader and medical student 
Frank Wilcox, whose home 
is at Southport, Lancs., “In 
view of our slogan, we felt 
that spastics were an especi- 
ally good cause”, 


The other members of the 
‘team for spastics’ are Eliza- 
beth Sommerville, 20, of Kirk- 
liston, West Lothian, and Pat- 


ricia Sanders, 20, of Falkirk, 
and Andrew Kowalczyk, 20, 
also from Falkirk, Stirling- 
shire. 


Their five day journey is 
taking them through many of 
Britain’s major towns and cit- 
ies. At each stopping point, 
these charitably minded young 
people will get their skates on 
— literally! To help speed up 
funds for spastics, they will 
roller skate around streets with 
collecting boxes, The firm sup- 
plying them with free skates, 
Jacob Roller Skates, are also 
contributing a plentiful supply 
of spare wheels to help them 
keep up the pace. 


The Spastics Society, which 
has affiliated Local Groups in 
all the counties through which 
the students will travel, has 
asked its members to keep an 
eye out for them, and cheer 
them on their way. Part of the 
money raised will be donated 
by the Society to its sister 
organisation in Scotland, the 
Scottish Council for the Care 
of Spastics. 


is the aim of the manager 
of the centre, Mr. John 
Hogger. 


Since the centre was 
opened in December, 
1969, Mr. Hogger has 
been free to develop it 
along these lines, and 
judging by the attitude of 
people working there, he 
has succeeded in provid- 
ing an opportunity which 
has been fully responded 
to by local spastics. 


The centre is just one of 
many similar places which the 
Society has set up to provide 
suitable employment for those 
who would find it difficult to 
find work outside, although 
they are in most cases very 
capable of doing useful’work. 


Conditions at the centre are 
as far as possible like working 
conditions elsewhere: “We try 


to run it on the lines of a nor- 
mal factory”, said Mr. Hogger. 
“We work from nine to four, 
five days a week and organise 
things as realistically as poss- 
ible”, 


Since the centre started it 
has grown from having one 
drilling machine to possessing 
a variety of light industrial 
equipment, and being regularly 
sub-contracted to carry out 
work for about 20 firms. 


Nobody is bored 


Among the goods or com- 
ponents produced are trans- 
former rods, kitchen cabinet 
parts, fuse envelopes and fast 
reaction fuses and, adding to 
the strange miscellany, parts 
for banjos. 

The 


workers change over 


jobs at intervals, and no one 


® Michael Skaith with manager John Hogger working with 
one of the Centre’s light industrial machines. 


Pictures by courtesy of the Waltham Forest 


Guardian—Independent. 
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at the centre seemed beset by 
tedium: “This way they are 
earning their money and are 
jolly proud of doing so” said 
Mr. Hogger. “You have got to 
stop some of these people 
working; have to turn off the 
machines to stop them from 
working through lunch-time”. 


Because the centre is run on 
the lines of an ordinary work 
place many employees find _§it 
easier to eventually find work 
outside. Over the past four 
years 15 men and women have 
found themselves other employ- 
ment. 


Only hope of 
a job 


For others who may not be 
able ever to get a job in a 
normal commercial factory this 
is the only work they will do. 
Thirty-seven-year-old Michael 
Skaith had not been employed 
before starting work at the 
centre.,He said he enjoyed his 
work cutting aluminium extru- 
sion although “if I could I 
would like to get a job out- 
side”, 


“It would break Michael’s 
heart if you took him off this 
machine” said Mr. Hogger as 
Michael went back to work. 
“Work means more to these 
people than it does to you or 
me”, 


The centre is also a place 
where ~ -social relationships 
can be built up — especially 
for those handicapped people 
who are living at home and 
do not have many opportunities 
to meet others. 5 


“Those coming from their 
own homes would have a very 
poor life if they didn’t come 
out to work” added Mr. Hogger. 


Expansion plans 


But many of the workers 
come from the two Spastics 
Society homes in Snakes 
Lane and Glengall Road, Wood: 
ford Green. They are given a 
lift to work by ambulance in 
the mornings and taken home 
when work is done. ; 


‘The centre is expanding in 
the near future. Work is about 
to be started on an extension 
to provide work places for a 
few more handicapped people: 
people who will be able to 
exchange the torpor of use- 
less work for taking part in 


the vitality of the Day Centre. 


scheme. 


ISAN 


MOBILE TOILET AID 


Extensive research, in close co-operation with doctors, hospital 
officials and disabled persons’ organisations, ensures that this new 
Perdisan mobile toilet aid meets all the special requirements of 
patient care and safety. Special features are: 


* Polished chrome tubular 
steel construction. Designed 
to accommodate the 
Perdisan Minor toilet. 

* Removable arms facilitate 


the toilet. 


* Simple front wheel locking 


_ device. 
z », * Width allows easy passage 
through average doorway. 


%* Can be wheeled when full to 
disposal point. 


* Discharged without toilet 
being removed. 

[ * Non Marking 5” tyres. 

transference of patientonto Adjustable for height. 


* Guaranteed for 12 months. 


Price £5100 
Toilet £35-00 


The Perdisan Minor toilet provides 2'to 4 weeks maintenance-frea 
use, The task of the hospital and welfare worker is eased 
considerably as Perdisan’s X80 powder sterilizes and liquefies 
waste matter, which is simply discharged through the patented 


ejection valve, 


PERDISAN LID = 


Lyon Industrial Estate, Hartspring Lane, Watford, Herts. 
Tel: Watford 38271-4 Telex: 267868 Answerback: Perdisan WATFD, 
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Michael Maguire has been 


in Harperbury Hospital, 

Herts., since he was a 

small child. Here—at din- 

ner on his 20th birthday— 

he discovers that he can 
feed himself. 


Happy atmosphere more 


Two girls called Linda—Linda Smith, left, from the 

Society’s Meldreth Manor School, and Linda Tulley, 

above, from the Hamilton House Centre at Brighton—find 

it is fun to make cakes. Giving them a helping hand 

are Mr, Moffatt, senior houseparent from Jacques Hall, 

and Mrs. Forster, senior housemother at Daresbury Hall, 
both Society residential centres. 


Olive Franklin is confined to a special carriage and has 

been in hospital care for many years. It is a great effort 

for her to write a letter, but she thinks it is worth it. 

Olive may be going to one of the Society’s residential 
centres soon. 


important than ‘spit 


and polish’ 


HAPPY atmosphere is far more important to 

handicapped people in residential care than 
immaculate ‘spit and polish’ surroundings, said Mr. 
James Loring, Director of The Spastics Society when 
he spoke on March 10 at a symposium of “Care of 
the Mentally Handicapped — the changing pattern” 
at Lea Castle Hospital, near Kidderminster, Worcs. 


He told his audience that 
although the Society advo- 
cated small units within the 
community for residential 
care of the mentally handi- 


Association to 
hold first 


meeting 


yi Sac inaugural meeting of a 

proposed Association of 
Professions for the Mentally 
Handicapped will be held at 
the Edward Lewis Theatre, 
Middlesex Hospital Medical 
School, Cleveland Street, Lon- 
don, W.1, on Saturday, May 
19th. 

The aim of the Association is 
to improve the care and de- 
velopment of the mentally han- 
dicapped, co-operate with all 
professions working with them 
and educate the public to 
aecept, understand and _ res- 
pect them. It feels there is need 


for a national organisation to - 


affect national policy, and to 
organise effective gatherings of 
all professions in regions and 
areas. 

Sir Keith Joseph, Secretary 
of State for Social Services, 
has expressed the hope that 
the meeting will be success- 
ful, that it will be well atten- 
ded, and will result in a lively, 
widey-based and constructive 
discussion. 

Further details about the 
proposed Association from the 
King’s Fund Centre, 24 Nut- 
ford Place, London, W.1, - 


rooms; and wardens sat 
behind their desks like tyc- 
oons ready, at the drop of a 
hat, to play the centurion 
and dispense _ expensive 
drinks and tit-bits to VIP’s, 
while residents were kept 
strictly in the background. 


Mr. Loring added that 
although The Spastics Soci- 
ety, in principle, expected its 
centres to be clean, orderly 
and efficiently run, it did not 
value these objectives too 
highly and would cheerfully 
accept relatively lowered 
standards where there was a 
happy atmosphere among 
residents and staff. 


capped, it did not consider 
these necessarily solved the 
problem of authoritarian 
staff attitudes. 


He spoke scathingly of 
some small units he had vis- 
ited which “all too often 
were immaculately clean, 
with a brisk and efficient 
staff but where the residents not for the whims or con- 
bore a strong resemblance to _— venience of an authoritarian 
downtrodden British slaves few”, he said.. “That is 
under Roman occupation”. ‘ probably one of the main 
The staff, he said, had still 
insisted on separate dining 


“We run our centres on 
community lines for the 
mutual benefit and happi- 
ness of residents and staff — 


good voluntary care”. 


differences between state and ” 
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Pioneer courses seek 
answers to 
vital questions 


HAT can, and should, life hold for the severely 
physically and mentally handicapped young 
spastic? If they have to be the observers of life rather 
than full participants, what will interest them? How 
can they be happiest? What are their needs and dis- 


likes? 

An attempt to find the 
answer to these questions 
and others, was the reason 
behind two short courses 
held at the Society’s Family 
Services and Assessment 
Centre. Fitzroy Square, 
London, in March. 


Fourteen doubly handi- 
capped young people took part, 
joined by spastics from Society 
residential homes, a  Cross- 
section of staff from centres 
and Fitzroy Square, staff from 
a hospital and a school, plus 
stalwart police cadet volunteer 
helpers. 


Demand 


These were the first courses 
of the kind ever held at the 
Centre, and were organised be- 
eause the Society has an in- 
creasing demand for residen- 
tial care on behalf of young- 
sters with a severe  intel- 
lectual as well as_ physical 
handicap. The requests come 
from school leavers, from hos- 
pitals which have cared for 
them since childhood and 
from parents. 

Social worker Miss Kate 

Cruse told Spastics News: 
- “Of course the first thing 
that happened as we shopped 
and cooked, laughed and ate 
or joined in a painting group 
together, with that we no 
longer thought in terms of a 
group of particularly heavily 
handicapped people but seven 
distinct personalities emerged 
— just as individual as any 
other group. They had to show 
who they were without use of 
speech or hand control or read- 
ing ability—and they did. But 
the limitations of each one 
just made us think and try to 
stretch our imaginations. 


Patience 


“Which centre will make 
sure quiet Linda is _ not 
swamped? Robin likes a bit 
of horseplay. It does take a 
bit of patience to answer the 
same question ten times—in 


| which centre is there someone 


who would like to lead Michael 
on a bit? If it is residential 
care it must be good. It is go- 
ing to need understanding 
from our residents, a lot of 
staff and a lot of skill. 

“The bush telegraph within 
the Society is efficient — an 


Mrs. Ann Harrington, 
the housekeeper at the 
Society’s Thornton Heath 
hostel, is a proud grand 
mother, and she visited 
the Society’s Family Ser- 
vices and Assessment Cen- 
tre in March to show off 
three - month - old Martin. 
With Mrs. Harrington, 
who is a spastic herself, so 
has special understanding 
for the hotel residents, is 
her daughter, Mrs. Pat 
Holyoake, the baby’s 
mother. Pat spent her 
childhood at the hostel and 
has received many con- 
gratulations on Martin’s 
birth from former resi- 
dents. 


older man who has been in 
residential care with the 
Society for some years, heard 
what was going on, ‘There is 
no question of not welcoming 
the low I.Q.’s,’ he said. ‘But 
what of us high I.Q.’s? Why not 
go all along the line and make 
sure we have the chance to do 
the most we can—then we can 
help them.’ Good comment.” 


The mural again, and the heavily handicapped young 


| * 
Stephanie Mathews from 
Wantage has very limited 
sight, but she made a big 
contribution to the mural 
which the youngsters atten 
ding the courses enjoyed 

painting 


artists are watched by helpers, including police cadets, 
and on the right, by Miss Jane Bramwell, a houseparent 
at Halliwick School, Enfield, and Mrs. Sue Bishop, one 


‘of the Society’s regional social workers. 


Spastics hot on 
the trail of 


Serabble title 


"[‘HE games may not 

be as tense as the 
Spassky / Fischer Chess 
Championship but the 
first ever spastics’ Scrab- 
ble competition has cer- 
tainly gained a wide 
following. 


The nation-wide Scrabble 
contest for spastics is the 
brain-child of Mr. A. T. S. 
Edwards, the  Society’s 
Physical Education Adviser. 

“About a year ago, I saw 
there was a national Scrab- 
ble competition for non- 
handicapped people and I 
saw no reason why there - 
shouldn’t be one for spastics. 
After all many of our 
people play chess and 
draughts. Scrabble is an 
ideal leisure activity for 
those who can’t take part 
in active games and takes 
the place of watching the 
telly”, he said. 

“The older people, in 
particular, are very enthusi- 
astic. Although I wouldn’t 
say everybody is more spel- 
ling conscious as a result.” 
_ Mr. Edwards first appro- 
ached Spears, the games’ 
‘manufacturer, which suppli- 
ed six sets free and the first 
round took place _ four 
months ago. Now competi- 
tors are spread throughout 
the country as far apart as 
Manchester, Huddersfield, 
and Tonbridge. 

The contestants play two 
games of an hour and a 
quarter each in an atmos- 


phere of extreme dedica- 
tion, “The games are very 
formal and the judges, arm- 
ed with dictionaries, are 
very strict about timing. 
Local Rotary Clubs usually 
send along members to act 
as judges and there is no- 


thing haphazard about 
these contests,” Mr. 
Edwards explained. 

The evening’s winners 


usually receive small prizes 
and Mr. Edwards plans to 
bring the 20 most successful 
scrabble players to London 
in October for the grand 
finals. 


Results of Area Scrabble 
competitions, so far: 

a) John Birch, Glenn Jack: 
son, Thomas Delarue School. 

b) Catherine Stone, Farid 
Finzi, Bridgitt Smith of Prin- 
cess Marina Centre: 

c) Janet Bentley, Charlie 
Bickley of Midland Spastic 
Association. 


Other sporting events being 
organised this year include 
pony trekking and _ Sailing. 
The pony treks will take place 
between June 25—29; July 
2—6 and July 9—13. The sail- 
ing week for beginners is bet- — 
ween September 3—7, based at 
Qulton Broad and the uncap- 
sizable “Broads One Design” — 
boats will be used. 


All enquiries for entries for 
the National Scrabble compet- 
tion, or for taking part in the 
pony trekking and _ sailing 
weeks should be sent to 
A. T. S. Edwards, Physicat 
Education Adviser, The Spas- 
tics Society, 8 Starvecrow 
Close, Shipbourne Rd., Ton- 
bridge, Kent, TN11 9NW. 
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HERE was Jack 
Stuart and _ his 
friends all dressed in 
clowns’ outfits, with a 
barrel organ 
busy collecting money for 
spastics—without a lic- 
ence, . 


Two squad cars 


screamed to a halt—and ° 


tossed money in. How- 
ever, the third time the 
Law appeared on _ the 
scene it was a different 
story. The policeman 
was not amused — he 
ran them in! 

Now Jack and _ his 
three friends, all mem- 


bers of Toc H, have been. 
given an absolute dis- 
collecting 
without obtaining permis- 
sion from the police, 
magis- 


charge for 


after Croydon 


trates had heard their 
story. 


blaring, © 


The clown quartet was 
prosecuted because police 
felt that, with an official 


collecting day for spastics 
already scheduled, it 
was unfair to ask the pub- 
lic to give twice. 


Jack, of 6, North 
Downs Rd., New Adding- 
ton, Croydon, said after- 
wards: “The policeman 
asked us to go, and I 
said, ‘I’m not stopping 
till 5’, He was very 
officious and took our 
names and_ addresses, 


We hoped he’d go off duty 
at lunchtime or get in- 
volved in something more 
Serious, so we were chan- 
cing our arm. Standing 
in Court in the cold logic 
of reality, I realised we 
should have moved, but 
we'd only collected £30 at 
the time. By the end of 


‘The day the clowns could 
not make the law laugh 


the day we’d got more 
than £200.” 

For 17. years now, Jack, 
who has a 23-year-old 
spastic son, Christopher, 
who is able to go out to 
work, has been collecting 
money in this way for 
spastics. It is a tradition 
born by accident. 


“Originally we hired a 


- barrel organ to publicise 


a garden fete, and found 
people wanted to give us 
money. 


“So the following year, 
dressed in pyjamas and 
schoolboy caps, we did 
the same again to adver- 
tise the Christmas Baz- 
aar. We raised 100 
and felt like dogs with 
two tails. One year we 
were advised to seek per- 
mission, and we did 
apply, but were refused, I 


~ don’t know why, so we 


police 


didn’t bother to ask 
again, This year we'll 
have to ask the Croydon 
and District Spastics Soc- 
iety to apply on our be- 
half and, if the applica- 
tion is rejected . again, 
we'll have to hire a priv- 
ate site and work from 
there.” 


In the 17 years of 
fancy dress frolics on the 
footpath, Jack and_ his 
crew have raised more 
than £600 for spastics. 


Comment from Mr. A. M. 
Frank, The Spastics Society’s 
Assistant Director, Regions: 
“A good try, Jack! Of course, 
we are always grateful for 
any help to raise _ badly- 
needed funds but seriously, 
it is a good idea to ask for 
permission first. 


Couldn’t you tie in your 


efforts with the local group in 
future? 


comes lively volunteers.” 


Every group wel- 


APRIL. 1973 


Frank Gibson and Mar- 
garet Edgar married re- 
cently in Edinburgh. They 
met at the New Horizon 
Club for Spastics, of which 
Margaret is the treasurer, 


Vitamins galore in 
tasty donation 


LOTS and lots of vitamin C—7,200 bottles of it—is 
stacked away at Coombe Farm Centre. It is the 
generous gift of Cadbury-Schweppes, who have donated 


orange juice worth more than £700 to The Spastics 
Society. 


Said Mr. M. R. H. Stopford, Head of Centres: “It’s 
quite unusual to be given this kind of quantity, and never 
in the ten years I’ve been with The Spastics Society have 


and Frank a founder- 


member, 


They have a Corporation 
flat in Edinburgh, where 
Frank works as a cleaner 
at the bus depot. Margaret 
is a hook-keeper in a 
Leith optical factory. 
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Callan 


Dracula meets Callan in 
an exciting new trial of 
elbow- 
wrestling contest organ- 
ised by the Scottish Stars 
Organisation for Spastics. 

The two stars, Christo- 

her Lee and Edward 
tronavant: both happened 
to be on location in South- 
West Scotland for separate 
films, while the Regional 
Elbow . Wrestling heats 
were being held, and were 


skill. ; ‘inal cott of lessons and classes it did look like a very good 
A series of regional § caied by their union. This 


contests held throughout ° 


Scotland culminated in a 


grand Final at the Albany © 


Hotel, Glasgow, which was 
attended by many well- 
known theatrical and 
sporting personalities. 
The overall winner of 
the competition was Ian 
Jamieson of Brownless 
Road, Law, Lanarkshire. 


Altogether the contest — 
_ yaised nearly £2,000 for 
hy Scottish Stars Organis- - 


tion for Spastics, 


Vict fos pas 


. > ? , 


strike dig 
for spastics 


TUDENT “strikers” in 

Sheffield have proved 

that it’s an ill wind which 

blows nobody any good by 

using their extra free time 
to help spastics. 


The students, 13 of them, 
from the Totley Thornbridge 
College of Education, were 


was in protest against the 
Government’s , failure - -to 
answer a claim for an in- 
crease in grants and reforms 
in the system, 


Exchanging their books 
for gardening tools, they 
volunteered to dig up the 
grounds of the Spastics 


Training and Work Centre 
at Oughtibridge, Sheffield. 


better time” commented Mr. 
Peter Hutchings of Brom- 
ham, Bedfordshire. Peter, 
who will be getting married 


on June 30th, won first prize 


of £20,000 in a special com- 


petition for Spastics Pool 
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I ever heard of such a gift as orange juice.” 


Unusual it may be, but it is also certainly welcome. 
The juice is stored at Coombe Farm Centre to await col- 
lection by Schools and Centres putting in a bid for 
it through Mr. Stopford’s office, 


Mr. Peter Lee, Warden of Coombe Farm, commented: 
‘We went and fetched the orange juice and it now occu- 
pies the space that our coach used to take up in the 


garage, 


Six hundred cases of ’a dozen bottles each 


makes quite a stack. We haven’t had any offers for it 
yet, but I expect they’ll be coming along soon, otherwise 
we’re going to end up with an awful lot of orange juice.” 

Actually, the figure is just under 7,200—Coombe Farm 
Centre have opened a bottle or two for a taste-round, 


and the verdict? ... 


“It’s very good indeed,” said Mr. Lee. 


supporters. Our picture 
shows Peter’s fiance, Celia 
Robinson, the Duke of Bed- 
ford who made the presenta- 
tion, and Miss Kidder of the 
Bedford Spastics Society 
who organised the function 
at the Society’s headquarters 

in Bedford. 


HE Association of ’62 
Clubs’ Fifth International 
Conference will be held at 
Reading University on 28th/ 
30th September. The theme 
will be “Towards the Eight- 
ies’ — A look at the Future 
Social Lives of the Physically 
Handicapped. 


Gift brings 
sweet sound 
of music 
to Society 


ANY a sweet tune is 

played on an old 
fiddle so they say and the 
sound of increasing bids at 
Christie’s ‘auction rooms 
was sweet music in the ears 
of The Spastics Society on 


a Wiltshire council house 
and London experts recog- 
nising its value, sent it to 
Christie’s auction of musi- 
eal instruments. 


The violin was part of the 
estete left by Mr. John H. 
Chanot, of Manor Road, 
Mere, Wiltshire, who died 
last November, bequeathing 
all he owned to the Society. 
The violin was made by his 
father, Frederick William 
Chanot in 1909. The older 
Mr. Chanot was a master 
violin maker and, said the 
West Region office at Taun- 
ton which has been dealing 


old violin. It wasn’t black 
but a chestnut colour.” The 
rest of Mr. Chanot’s be- 
longings were sold at the 
Taunton Spastics Shop. 

The violin’s reserve price 
was £100 and it raised 200 
gns. 
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